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‘A book such as W.G. Sebald might have written, had he been an 
Irish engineer. In precise and penetrating prose, this novel probes 

memory and absence, and offers a vivid evocation of how love and 
trouble, between them, can support a life and frame a world. A 

quietly compelling novel from a writer of real daring and poise.’ 
V O N A  G ROA R K E

‘A Sabbatical in Leipzig is by turn poetic and forensic, exuberant and 
melancholy. At all times, it is an entirely riveting, deeply felt musing 

on intimacy, loneliness and the nature of perception itself.’  
S U E  R A I N S F O R D

Praise for Love Notes from a German Building Site (2019)

‘If more men thought and wrote as tenderly and honestly, we’d 
have stronger, sturdier novels and fewer garish monuments to 

consumerism.’  
I R I S H  I N D E P E N D E N T

‘A reflective, beautifully paced novel’ 
S A R A H  G I L M A RT I N


